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New Brunsw ck del vers on

its prom se of af outdoor

p ayground second to none

wlth cottage getaways,

beautful beaches and

ziplin ng adventures.

ast fal, just before returning to hs deseL mechanics course n

Vancouver, my 23-year-old son decided he wanted to spend hls

ast weekend n Atlantic Canada with hs od rnan, Wlih mited

t me, we ooked for a place that cou d prov de a wide var ety of outdoor
actvties n a sma geographlcal area at a reasonabe prce. lt ddnttake
long to sette on \lactaquac Provncai Park, lust outslde of Fredercton,

Just over 50 years ago, the New Brunswick government came

up wth a plan to dam the mlghty St John Blver at a point about.l 5
k ometres norlh of the capita cty, Athough hundreds of lobs wou d be

created and a tremendous a[rount of electrcty generated, there was a
catch the mpoundment created by the dam woud food oui severa

slna v ages and many farms,

To make t up to New Brunswickers, the government promlsed to

bu ld an outdoor p ayground second to none on the shores of the rsing

reservoir, and t was true to ts word, Mactaquac Provincia Park's ocation

in the hearl of New Brunsw ck makes t eas ly access ble from anywhere

in the \4aritimes, and from Quebec and New Engand

lVuch of what lVactaquac has to offer s bu li around water related

actvities There are l,^/o marnas, one for powerboats and a second

for sa boats For those nterested ln vacationtng right on the water,

houseboat rentals are avalabe at the power marlna from Lakeway

Houseboat Vacatons (akewayhouseboats,com), Behryeen the ht'o

marnas s one of the f nest freshwater beaches n Atlantic Canada,

There's also the fshing, New Brunswck is iusty famous for ts

Atantc samon fsh ng areas, and the St John Bver s equa y famols
for the varety of other fish speces found wthn ts waterst it s the ony
muske habitat n Atlantc Canada, n addtlon to provdng excel ent

smd 'mouthed bass fishng, the river hosts one of the few heathy

Atantlc sturgeon poprlatons ln the word, Some of the best spots are

found be ow the Vlactaquac Dam,

- \ l\4A - D a\aDA ^ OA J.,"' .3".U'"'

,q

g

I

]

e

I

15



&

824 Nlain Street, lfoodstock, NB ETNI 288
Tel: 506-325-+600 - 1-866-8 43-97 48

wmry.town.woodstock. nb. ca

However r vl,aS rrot the water, but the and that drew my son and me
to choose lr"lactaqlac for our rteekend getaway. S nce the day t opened
in I 970, Vlactaqlac Go f C rib (mactaquacaolf com) has been a magnet
for gofers c: a ab iies, As a plblc facilty, Mactaquac has nether the
stufflness of some prvaie cubs nor the pretensions of some resod
courses Go fers warm ng up on the driv ng range have a panoramrc vrew

of the flactaq;ac Dam, and things lust get better from there
Thls course s famous for trr,ro th ngs enormous greens and equa y

enorrnous blnkers The fanvays are generousy wtde. ai owng an
oppodufity io skrt the bunkers wth a good second shot. f the blnkers
do come nto pay, the sand s very f ne makng lor an easy exli, There
are a ot of dogegs some of whch offer great brde opporllntes for
long htters Once on the green there mght be a putt of wht,. knlcke
ength on grass that s lsualy ghtning fast,

At over 6,400 yards from the whte tees, Mactaquac s ong by
cofveftona standards, but the course s a fair test of golf skills on
we malntaned faruvays and qreens. lt is a frequent host of the New
Brunsw ck merl's amateur go f tournament As a bonls, a deer s ght ng
s a most a cena nty,

[Vyson and lhad comewith one otherexperience n mnd, and after
a day of golf, t was t me for something a tt/e more exhilaratlngt TreeGO
(treegomaciaquac.ca). Openeo n 2008, TreeGO rs Mactaquac's newest
attractron, and cerlainJy ts most frenetic. Wh e many peopJe are famliar
wth zlp nng, lleeGO takes the expererce to a whole ner,v eve that
ncrdes Tarzan ke swlgng from tree to tree, tghtrope walklng four
stores up wth no net, and rope suspenson brdges

n
Hrco, lr, ]/.,r^(
Hon. Charles Connell House

L.P Fisher Public Library

0ld Carleton Countv Courthouse

Woodstock Historical \iy'alking Tour

!floodstock Farm Market

l'he l,leduxnekeag Valley Nature Preserve

/1

Arruml Et'ctrL -201/
NB Pro Bass Tournament - llay 11

Canada Dzw (lelebrations - lub' I
Old Home Week - Jul1, J0 - August 6

X{iss New Blunswick * August 2

Dooryald;\rts Festival - Au,gust 1(.) 1.)

NB Sportfishing Association Tournament -
September J O I

Victoria (llrlistmas - Not:entber 18 - December 20

l rom top eft p enllr to

keep you enterta ned

Mactaquac Prov ncia Park

s home to a surprsngy

cha eng ng public go f

coLrrse severa nalure irails,

houseboat rentals and tr,vo

mat tas.
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The TreeGO course strelches lp and over a steep ravine that

becomes an nlet of the lVactaquac impoundment Al told, there are 72

ladders and p atforms to traverse n lust abod every manner mag nab c

Parlcpants check n at lhe sma tral er that s the TreeGO headquaders

anci, after f lL ng out a waiver form, are provided wth a harness that

fts bel,veen the legs and blckes at thc v,rast The harness tas

three carabiners, rryhch arc safety c ps 'lwc 
are to De aitachcd to an

overhead w re and the th rd s for z p rlng
After a quck safe\ check by a gude t's cff to the demonsiraton

area, where the proper rse of the eqlipment s revewed Vistors are

shown how io cl mb the ladders and traverse a zp ne; they are then

g ven a chance to fal back in m d a r lo ga n corrf clerce that the ne try

not break, After that, tl.ey are on the r otvn The gl des make t c ear that

t s lrp to -.ach ndvdua io figrre out hotnr to gel from one platform to

anolher and thar there v,r bc no assstance i lhey sirrpy lreeze lp n

terror, Trere mrst be a rea emergency n order to be rescled
TreeGO is dvided nto folrr lypes of patforms wih cha enges of

ncreas !g d flicu ty Parl c pants can choose to ext after the third sect on.

l' lrehoneslr twasa otharderthan t ooked Afreelys,,rngngiog s

extremey diff crlt to manta! one's calance on, and lvas conslantly

hodlng onto lhe overhead wrre tryth fu'ro hands, n eflect hodng my

ent re we ghi lrp

After traversrng lghtropes, adder slspenson brdges that rccked

craziy and {nally awecome zip ne. was exhalsled, and my sol'r \,vas

eostatic, TreeGO was an adventure that was worlh every penny, but i is
defln te y not for the fa nt of hearl or the weak of L mb $)
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